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*The Preface to the Reader. 


He reaſon, why I publiſh this Sermon, u partly to 
gratifie the defires of ſome , Lew hte prevent the 
miſrepreſentations of others, but chiefly for the ſame 

for which [ preacht it, viz. to take the advantage of this 
preſent opportunity,to make ſome impreſſions upon mens minds, 
which 1 fear at other times, they will not ſo eaftly receive. 

Thope all honef# men, even Diſſenters themſelugs, do from 
their Hearts abhor thoſe Villanous deſigns the Life 

' our King , which God of his great mercy to theſe King- 
dans, has ſo lately brought to light : and while they are pof- 
kf with ſuch an abhorrence of the Treaſon, it ſeems to me, 
tv bea very proper ſeaſon to put them in mind by what means 
ſb evil 4 us have been firit formed and encouraged, and 
brought to ripeneſs and perfettion ; that thoſe, who have been 
deated into a Faftion by ſome plauſible pretences, and have 
hlewed the general noiſe and outcry in the fimplicity of their 
kearts, may take warning for the future, and avoid every 

and he — Sedition and Treaſon, as well as 
the Treaſon it ſelf. 

It was impoſſible to do this, without calling to mind a 
geat many things, which to be ſure, thoſe who are-any ways 
ancerned, are not now willing to hear of ; and that with ſuch 
Maimneſs, as tis neceſſary to convince men of the evil nature 
ad tendency of ſuch prattices: but God is my witneſs, that 
Idid xot this with the leaf? deſign to upbraid or reproach 
ay men, or Party of men. but with the ſame hone#t and cha- 
nitable intentions, though it may be not with the ſame skill, 
that a Chirurgeon uſes in ſearching a wound to the very bot- 
tm; which is very painful indeed, but abſolutely neceſſary 
UaCure. 

Some perſons, I hear, have objeted againit this Diſcourſe, 


— 


\ Gut Iſcem to charge this Plot vpon the Proteſtant Diſſen- | 
A 3 ters, 


The Preface to the Reader. 


ters, and infinuate that it is a Fanatick, a true Proteſtant 
Plot. Ged forbid that all Proteſtant. Diſſeuters h 


concerned im this P lot, T hope better things of many of then, 
nor do I undertake to meddle with ſuch matters. All that] 
weant, is wothing but what is evident to any man, who þ, 

a Plot, that thu hovribie Conſpiracy has been comtriv 
rarried on by theſe men, who of late have pretended tothe 
oxely_ true Proteſtants ; 4 name, which they would wp 4 8 
to any man, who —_— zealouſly concerned either for th 

King, or the Church of England. Whether ſuch mex haves 
wy Religiengr none, whether theygo to Conventicles, or tdyie 
the betib to the buſineſs, ſometiwies bear the Commu 
Prayer , ts all one to me. 1 am ſure the turbulent fyirt, 
which has of late afled our Diſſenters, and their ronwillinge 
tobelieve any Plot ſtill, gives too juff a ſuſpicion of many 


- h p are all bound ” proe and artore - Dine 
00 m defeating [uch wic fhons, yet F inn fo fab fi 

A ophing ever ehef ces chance Aut pery A 
over them ; my heart bleeds for that ſcandal, that is dmneh 
Religion, that advantage which is given to the common ens 
my, for the fin and the fall of great Men, and the ruined 
Noble Families ; but what 1s = cannot be undone agan: 
our care muff look forward, to times to come, to remove t 
occaſions, to root up the very ſeeds and principles of Seditin, 
that theſe ſhakings and convulſions of State may at la#t ſetth 
in a profound and ſecure Peace and Tranquillity. If th 
Plain diſcourſe can contribute any thing to ſo happy an end, | 
have all that I aim'd at both in Preaching and Printing it 
however, I have the —_ > 4 an hone#t deſign, which1 
' a reward to its. ſelf ; and grves that inward contentment a 

pleaſure, which the reproaches and cenſures of the Warll 


_— too- often attend ſuch undertakings, can never 
HY, 


a = 
I wu 


S S505 EHPSTESg 


(1] 


—_— 
—_— 


SERMON. 


Great deliverance giveth he to his King, and 
| ſheweth mercy to his Anointed, to David, and to 
\ bis Seed for evermore. 


SF TIT IE TEAOr,,]T 7 


@.. His Plalm was pen'd by David, ina thank- 
WA8 ful remembrance of thoſe many won- 
&3 derful deliverances , which God had 
wrought for him ; and particularly his 
deliverance from the hands of Saz/, a 
” fealeus, powerful, and implacable enemy, 
gweareexpreſly told, 2 Sam. 22. 1. 

This Pious Prince, though he were immediately ad- 
ranced to the Throne by God himſelf, could not eſcape 
the Conſpiracies of his enemies both at home and a- 
broad : for Men of Turbulent and reſtleſs Spirits, will be 
fure to find or make ſome pretences or occaſions of quar- 
rl, under the moſt juſt and equal Government. 

Sometimes men diſpute the right of Succeſſion ; bur 
this they could not do here, unleſs they would diſpute 
Gods right to place and diſplace Princes: for David was 
immediately choſen by God, and anointed by his Pro- 
phet, and yet this could not ſecure him from Conſpiracies 
nd Rebellions. 


* 
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_ Others pretend great Oppreſſion and Male-adinini. 
ſtration of Government , though their licentious noiſes 
and clamours ſufficiently confute it ; for men, who are 
moſt oppreſt, dare ſay the leaſt of it. "The Libertiesand 
Properties of the Subjeft , is an admurable pretence tg 
deprive the Pfince of his Liberties and Properties ; ai 
thoſe who have any Liberty and Property to looſe, ft. 
dom gainany thing by this: for when they have ſects 
their Libertiesand Properties againſt their Prince, it is, 
much harder task to ſecure themſelves from their fellow. 
Subje&ts. Men who have no Property, have ſome ep 
couragement'to Rebel and fight for Property-: for it 
poſlible they may get ſomething in the ſcramble, ' whe 
all Law an Property ceaſes, bur the property of the 
Sword : but methinks men of Honour and plentiful 
Fortune , ſhould not be fo zealous for transferring Pro- 
perties,. to enrich Beggars,and ſubmit their Necks tothe 
Yoke and Government of their own Slaves ; whickout 
late experience has taught us to be the glorious effet of 
Rebelling for Liberty and Property. 

Others make Religion a pretence for their Rebellion; 
Religion , the greateſt and the deateſt intereſt of all: 
but methinks it is a dangerous way, for men to Rebel to 
fave their Souls , when God has threatned tion 
againſt thoſe who Rebel : but this is as vain a pretence 
as Liberty and Property; forno men fight for Religion 
who haveany. Religion is a quiet, peactable, gover 
nable thing; it teaches men to ſuffer patiently ,but not 
to Rebel. And were there any true concernment for 
Religion in this pretence,can we imagine, that the moſt 
profeſt Atheiſts, the-moſt lewd profligate wretches, the 
greateſt Prodigies and Monſters of wickedneſs , ſhould 
be fo zealous for Religion? But it's evident, it is notRe- 
ligion,fuch men are zealous for, but a Liberty in Relig 


on ; that is, that every one may have his liberty to "| 
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of any Religion, or of none ; which ſerves the Atheiſts 
tara , as well as the Seftaries, but is not much for the 
honour or intereſt of true Religion. 

' $0 that whatever the pretences are, it isan ambitious, 
dicontented, revengetul ſpirit, an uneaſie, reſtleſs, fickle 
2ad changeable humour , which diſturbs publick Go- 
verament, and undermines the 'Thrones of Princes ; and 
therefore it is no wonder,if the beſt Princes and the beſt 
Governments in the world be diſturbed by fuch men : 
Dawd himſelf could not eſcape , he had a great many 
enemies ; but Davids God was greater they all, 
for great deliverance giveth he to his King , and ſheweth 
mercy to his Anointed , to David, and to his ſeed for ever- 


wore. 
There is ſomething peculiar in theſe words, which 
annot be applied to any other Prince : for as David was 
King of ſrael , ſo-he was a Type of the Mefias , who 
was to deſcend from his Loynes; and that promiſe or 
prediction that he would ſhew mercy to his Anointed, 
to David, and to his ſeed for evermore , received its full 
wcompliſhment , in the Kingdom of the Meſtas, whois 
kid to ſet upon the Throne of David: but yet thoſe 
dliverances God wrought tor David,were perſonal too, 
and an example of Gods care and prote&ion of Pious 
and Religious Princes. And when we fee the ſame good 
_ watching over our Prince, and ſecuring him 
the bloody deſigns of wicked men , we have rea- 
fon thankfully to acknowledge it, as David did : Great 
deliverance he hath given to our Prince , he hath ſhews 
mercy to his Anointed. Now knowwe, that the Lord ſa- 
wth his Anointed , he will hear him from his holy Heaven 
with the ſaving ſtrength of his right hand. Some truſt 20palm, 
in Chariots, and ſome in Horſes, but we will remember the 5, 1, & 
Name of the Lord our God : they are brought down and 


fallen, but we are riſen aud ſtand upright. 
B 2 My 


[4] 


My preſent Diſcourſe therefore ſhall conſiſt of theſe 
two parts. 1. Briefly to obſerve to you, thoſe many 
reat Deliverances which God hath wrought for our Ki 
2. I ſhall make ſome pratical RefleCtions on it, eſpecially 

with reference to this late Diſcovery. 

I. To obſerve to you, thoſe many great deliverantes 
which God hath wrought for our King. His troubles 
have not been much unlike, I am ſure not inferiour to 
Davids, and his Deliverances have not been leſs ſtrange 
and m_— I am not a going to give you a Hiſto- 
ry of his Lif@ but onely to point you to ſome remarka- 
ble paſſages of it, which it. becomes us all thankfully to 
remember. | 

I ſuppoſe no man doubts, how many dangers a Prince 
is expoſed to, who flies before an enraged and viCtorious 
enemy ; who knows not whither to go, where to hide 
himſelf, whom to truſt : this was the candition of- our 
Dread Soveraign, who was hunted as a Partridge in the 
Mountains, purſued by his own Rebellious Subjects, who 
had uſurpt his Throne, and thirſted after his Blood. But 
then God found a hiding place for him, and delivered him 
from the deſire and expectation of his enemies. 

But ſtill his condition was calamitous, he was forct 
to live in Exile and Baniſhment, diveſted of Royal pow- 
er, and all the enſignes of Majeſty ; reduced to a pre- 
carious, and ſometimes a neceſlitous ſtate; while he 
faw his Friends impoveriſht and ruined, his Loyal Sub- 
as oppreſt, his Enemies triumphant, too vigilant, and 
too powerful to allow any hope to ſee an end of thele 
troubles. But that God, who can do what he pleaſes, 

and - oftentimes does ſuch things, as no humane force 
nor power can effect, put an end to theſe troubles allo; 
and reſtored him to his Fathers Throne in Peace and Ho- 
nour, .and with the univerſal joy and triumph of his 
Subjects: and I ſuppoſe you will reckon this a delive- 
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rance, 2 great and wonderful deliverance both to Prince 
and People; a deliverance immediately wrought by 
God, without Humane policy, contrivance, or power. 
To ſee a Prince whoſe Father was Murdered, and him- 
flf forc't into Baniſhment by his own Subje&ts, with- 
out any power of his own, without the help and aſliſt- 
ance of Forreign Allies; while his Friends at home were 
oppreſt, while the ſame power that drove him out, was 
fill in the hands of his enemies ; while ſo many per- 
ſons who were in greateſt power, were concerned for 
their own preſervation to keep him out ; while thoſe 
who wiſht his return, durſt not whiſper any thing tend- 
ing to call the King back again : I fay, to ſee a Prince in 
ſuch circumſtances, without ſtriking a blow , without 
ſhedding a drop of Btoud, return again in the throngs 
and crouds, and with the acclamations of his Subjects, 
is no leſs a Miracle, than dividing the Sea to give a fafe 
paſſage to the /7aelites: for the Plalmiſt repreſents it 
25 an argument of equal power, to /ti1/ the noiſe of the 
Seas, the noiſe of their Waves, and the tumult of the peo- 


ple. This is the Lords doings, and it is marvellous in our 6; Pal. 1. 


Eyes ; now know we, that the Lord ſaveth his Anointed, he 
will hear him from his holy Feaven with the ſaving ſtrength 
of bus right hand. 

And that good Providence, which brought our King 
back again, has watcht over him ever ſince. Though 
he returned ina happy day, when the Seas were ſmooth 


and calin, when no trowns were to be ſeen on mens for- 


heads, but ſuch cheerful looks as ſignifyed the inward 
plcalure and ſerenity of their minds, yet it could not 
be expetted, that this calm would always laſt. I think 
we may now venture to ſay, without fear of being cen- 
lured, that there are two ſorts of men, that are reſtleſs 
and umplacable, and al ways working under ground, and 


both of them with an equal pretence of Religion : 1 
m.can 


[5] 
mean the Papiſt and the Fanatick. [ ſhall not take notice 
of thoſe ſeveral weak attempts they have made ſincethe 
happy Reſlauration of our Prince ; there is ſomethj 

reater to imploy our thoughts at this time, ſome mor: 
Fanal demonttrations of that great deliverance Gcdgj, 
veth to his King, 

We have now for many years had little other dif 
courſe than of a Popiſh Plot , a wicked helliſh deſign gz, 
gainſt the Life of our King , and the Religion and Li, 
berties of his Subjefts. This was a formidable deſign, 
laid clofe and-in thedark , proſecuted withdeep Coun. 
ſels and combined intereſts. We may remember, for | 
think we cannot cafily forget, what horror and conſter. 
nation ſurprized us at the news; we lived in perpetual 
tear of the Lite of our Prince , in perpetual fear of our 
own: how did the name of Popery deſervedly ſtink 
_—_ us |! how did men abhor a Religion , which is 
nouritht with Blood, with Royal and innocent Blood | 
How zealous were mea in their diſcoveries, how watch- 
ful in their Guards,how devout in their Prayers for the 
preſervation of their Prince, and of their Religion | 
And though poſſibly we have not ſeen to the bottom of 
that Plot to this day,and it may be never ſhall, yet blef 
ted be God , there was enough diſcovered to prevent 
the miſchict; we ſtill enjoy our Religion, we {till ſe 
our Prince , and rejoyce under the benigne influences of 
his Government ; hitherto God hath ſaved his Anointed 
iroma Popiih,” I pray God {till detend him from a Fana- 
tick Piot. | 

A Fanatick, a true Proteſtant Plot? Surely that is im- 
pollible ; there can be no danger from that corner ; this 
1s only a ſcandal caſt upon innocent and peaceable men. 
Truly this has been fo often faid, and with ſo much con- 
fidence, that we had like not to have believed it poſſible, 
till it had been too late. It was ſufficient to prove any 

| man 
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man to be a Papiſt , who durſt ownit poſſible, for ſuch 
men to Rebel , or Plot againſt the King and Go- 
yernment ; and yet it was very hard not to think that 
ble to be done , which had been done once already, 
and that ſo lately , as not to be forgot , though it was 
oned ; an Att of Oblivion could not wipe it out of 
mens memories , eſpecially when they faw the ſame 
things begin to be acted over again , with theſame Re- 
lgious pretences. I am apt to think , we had been 
more ſecure from the Popiſh Plot, than for ought I 
know, we may yet be, had not theſe men abuſed peo- 
ples fears and dangers of Popery to the diſturbance of 
the Government, and to the carrying ontheir Antimo- 
narchical and Fanatick deſigas. We remember how 
ſoon the Popiſh Plot was turned into a great noiſe and 
ry againſt the Church of Exgland ; and no way was 
thought ſo fit to keep out Popery , as to pull down the 
Church: and thus the poor Church of England, which 
had eſcaped the rage ' and fury of Rome , had like to 
have been ſacrificed to a true Proteſtant zeal, which no 
doubt had given a fatal blow to Popery. Foc Ithacus 
wit, & magni mercentar Atride. 

How things proceeded after this, to the diſturbance of 
the publick peace, and the mterruption of the ordinary 
courſe of Juſtice, you all know, as well as I; and wiſe 
men quickly ſaw, and honeſt men could not forbear 
warning the people , whither theſe things tended : and 
they met with a good reward for it ; they were all Pa- 
piſts in Maſquerade, and eſpecially the Loyal Clergy 
were loaded with all the contempt and ignominy, which 
at inraged and envenomed zeal, and ſome witleſsſcrib- 
ers could caſt on them. Whole Vollies of Pamphlets 
flew about,to poyſon the people with lewd and Seditious 
Principles ; butto talk or write or preach about Obe- 
dience to Government , or patient ſuffering for a good 
Calc 


(.S] 
cauſe, was'to' betray the- Proteſtant Intereſt; and t9 ig 
vite a Popiſh Succeſlor'to:cut our Throats: and what qlf 
thisen.Js io, thanks be. to God, we now ſee, and, Thiope, 
time enough to. prevent It. Kg 

I do not pretend, to-:tell you any thing which youdy 
vet all know.z Time, -and the cate-of' our Governourg, 
and the g 1ulty Conſciences of Rebels, and the god pry. 
v:dence of God, I hope, will make further Diſcoveries, and 
kring theſe ſecret works of darkneſs into open view : but 
we know enough to.praiſe God for his great deliverance, 
which he hath given his King ; we know enough ad. 
mire and adore that infinite wiſdom, who. by the moſt 
ſeemingly caſual and contingent events, can fo eaſily 
diſappoint and defeat the deſigns of wicked and bloudy 
men. Who ever ſuſpeCted, that the fire at Newmarket 
was ſent by God for the preſervation of our King and his 
Royal Brother, for. the preſervation of theſe Kingdoms, 
of our Liberties and Religion 2 Wonderful ate. thy works, 
0 Lord, and thy ways paft finding out. | 

This ſhort account I have given you, is an excellent 
Comment. upan my, Text,. a caſe very parallel to Ds- 
vids. The deliverances of 'our Prince-are no way in» 
{eriour to that» mercy God-ſhewed to David, when he 
delivered him from the Lyon andthe Bear, from' the 
uncircumciſed Philiſtin, from a perſecuting Saul, from 
a Rebellious Abſolom , from a Treacherous Achitophel, 
from- the ſtrivings of the people. _ Great deliverance 
ſheweth he to his King. and” ſheweth mercy to his Amin 
red. - 

2. And thus I proceed to make ſome praCtical Re- 
marks and Obſervations on this, which was the thing 1 
principally deſigned. And they are theſe. 

1. Whata vain' and fruitleſs attempr it is, to Plot a- 
gainſt the Life and Crown and Dignity of our Prince, 
wen God undertakes the detence and proteCtion of him. 

Yels 
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witing aſide the wickedne(s and impiety of it, it is a 
* I foliſhand dangerous deſign. Whoever conſiders onely 
' I theprobable events of humane ations, will be ealily 
aavinc't, how-unlikely it is, that ſuch Plots ſhould take 
 E&& To mils the very critical minute, ſpoils all the 
* Bf ddign; and yet after all the skill and contrivance they 
" Eanuſe, there are ten thouſand caſualties to diſappoint 
| Bitem. Such deſigns cannot be afted alone, but require 
* EK amerous confederates ; and what ſecurity can there be, 
' Btatoo one man in ſuch a number ſhall betray the Se- 
et? Some poſſibly may be toucht with remorſe and 
krrour of Conſcience, may be frighted with the very 
thoughts of that Villany which they deſigned to a&t ; and 
then they need no body to betray them but themſelves, 
kr no man can long together conceal the fire, which 
burns in his own breaſt. Other men may get into the 
empany , .and acquaint themſelves with all their In- 
tngues, and aCt fo cunning a part, as to te miſtaken for 
onfiding perſons; may appear moſt zealous and moſt 
frward in the buſineſs, »and all this while betray their 
(ainſels, and put an effeAtual ſtop to them, when they 
ripe for execution : and it is impoſlible for the cun- 
wngeſt men to prevent this, who have not a Caſement in- 
tomens Breaſls. Other men, whoenter into the Confe- 
&ncy to make their Fortunes, may happen to conſider, 
that it is much the ſafeſt and moſt effetual way todo this 
by difcovering the Plot, than by aCting it. The power 
«Wine ſometimes untocks a Secret, and faves a King- 
bm; ſome uncxpetted Quarrels and Animoſitiesamong 
the Con{piratorg, a mutual jealouſie of each others great- 
«5; a haſty diſpute about dividing the Riches and He» 


wursand Power of the Nation, betore they have it, may 
tempt them to Hang one another, and lcave the Spoll 
which they had alrcady devoured in their hopes and ex- 
«Ftations, to the right owners. 


A 


_, Adeſire to-reſcue _ friend _ _ the 
ruine, may fave a Kingdom. Walls. and H 
Ears, and the very Birds of the Air may tell _ 
Their Cabals may be obſerved and ſuſpe&ted, and they 
affeCtation of Secrecy may:betray them. Their guiiti 
often ſeenintheir looks, and<reates-jealouſies and tuſpi 
ons of ſome ſteret deſign; and an'unilncky word; wh 
he meant nothing 'by , who ſpoke-it, may make thay 
think themſelves diſcovered ; and this is a ready way 
malce them diſcover themſelves. The Heart of theta. 
eft-Rebel may fail him, whenhe comes:to give the fl 
blow; or he may miſs of his aim, or his Gun mayus 
go off, or he may diftruſt his own efeape, and- not + 
hardy enough to ſacrifice his own life in the Cauſe;-and 
a thouſand other accidents, which it is impoflible forme 
to reckon up, :may fave the Devoted Prince, and Huy 
the Confpirators : and thoſe had need be men of veryis 
fperate Fortunes, or very little underſtanding, whos 
gage in ſuch deſperate deſigns. | 

But: when to this. we add che conſideration of the 
Divine Providence, which peculiarly intereſts it ſelf it 
the diſpoſal:of Kingdoms, and in all the great Chang. 
and Revolutions of publick Afairs, unleſs theſe-men were 
of the Privy-Council of Heaven, and could hold intel 
gence with the Secret Deerees and purpoſes of God for 
the Government of the World, they.can never be ſeeure 
of Succeſs, how hopeful ſoever their projeCts and deſigns 
appear. 

If God take any care of Humane Afairs, if he concen 
himſelf at all in the Government of the World, we may 
certainly conclude that his providence does principally 


order the Fate and Revolutions of Kingdoms and Cont 


mon-wealths. Some Philoſophers have queſtioned, whe 
ther God condeſcended fo far, as to take notice of partic 
lar creatures; but all who acknowledged his N—_ 

; thought 


*" FE FEFETNS_ FETSSSES TSESECSHSESSSSSTS © 


[m1] 
tought the great Concernment of Kingdoms, the. pla. 
or diſplacing of Princes, worthy of his care dps. 

regard:: and therefore we, whoare aſſured by our 
grjour; that Gods care and providence extends to the 
rows, and. the Lilies of the Fietd, cannot doubt, 

rhe Rules and Governs in the Kingdoms of men, 
ohether be who takes care of every particular creature, 
akes care of the general conceraments of humane Socie- 
ies wherein the happineſs of all particular men is invol- 
md And can theſe men then think to pult down and 
wht up Princes at their pleaſure : God may ſometimes 
ifer Treaſon and Rebellion to be: proſperous, but it can 
mer proſper, but when God pleaſes; and it is impo{- 
Wk Rebels ſhould ever know that, and therefore it is 
mpoſfible, they ſhould have any reafonable ſecurity of 
jxccels. 


There is nothing more expreſly cofitrary tothe reves- 
twill of God, than Treafohable Plots and Confpirages 
giinſt Soveraign Princes: and though God does many 
amcs permit thoſe things to bedone, which he has forbid 
phodone, or elſe no-man could ever be guilty ofany Sin; 
mt his forbidding of it is a plain argument, that he does 
whapprove.it, that he will not countenance it, nay, that 
wwillnot permit -ir, but where he ſees greatand wiſe rea» 
kngto do fo. | 

God never indeed interpoſes by an irreſiſtible power to 
ander men from chooſing that which is wicked, for he of- 
no force and violence to mens Wills: but when this 
nckedneſs is injurious to others, who are the objects of 
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lsare and providence, he many times interpoſes to pre- 
eat the miſchief. The lives of private men are not at 
tdifpofal of every Ruffian ; not a Sparrow falls to the 
gwund without our Father, much leſs a man, much lefs a 
Prince, on whoſe Life ahd Fortune the hvesand fortunes of 
bmany thou ſends depend. | 

6. | C 2 And 
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And therefore no man can reaſonably promiſe hime1p 
ſucceſs in Plotting againſt his Prince, but he who certaj 
knows, that God tor ſome wiſe but hidden reaſons, will 
ſuffer ſuch a Villany to take effe&t; which no mann 
know without a Revelation ; and we cannot think, that 
God will encourage any man by an extraordinary Reye. 
lation to-do that, which he himlelf has expreſly forbid, 
and threatned with Eternal death. 

So that all ſuch men att at infinite uncertainties; 
beſides the puniſhments of the other World, which are 
reſerved tor Traitors ; beſides the many Natural cop- 
tingencies and uncertainties of humane ations : if t 
believe, that 'there is a Providence which Governs the 
World, they have. ten thouſand to one _= them, 
that God will not permit them to do, what they de 
ſign : and thoſe are bold men indeed, who dare vie Strs 
tagems and Power with God. 

Eſpecially when they Plot againſt a Prince who ſeems 
to be the Darling of Providence, who has received þ 
many wonderful and miraculous deliverances, as if he 
were ſtill reſerved for ſome Extraordinary ſervice in the 
World. One would have thought, the diſcoverie of 
the Popiſh Plot, which no doubt was managed with s 
much Secrecy, with as wary Councils, and deep In 
trigues, as any thing ever was, ſhould have diſcouraged 
any new attempts 1n this Age : it ſhould have oy 


2Plal, z, to mind that Triumphant Palm, Why do the Heat 
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rage, and the people imagine a vain thing ? the Kings of the 
= land 2 - ny Rulers take Counſel —_ (a 
more poweriul Fattion than ſome private Male-contents) 
 againf} the Lord, and. agginit his Anointed, ſaying, It) 
us break their Bonds aſunder, and caft away hers Cords 
from us. Fe that dwelleth- in the Heavens ſhall lawb 
, them to ſcorn, the Lord ſhall have them-in derifion. A 
| leaſt it is.time. now. to take warning, leſt we be found 
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fighters againſt God: it is a vain and a dangerous at-- 
tempt. to-conſpire his ruine , whom God hath hitherto- 


ſo miraculouſly preſerved. 


2. There is another Obſervation on theſe late Plots. 
and Conſpiracies., which no man can avoid making ,. 
and that is, how dangerous the diſputes and diflerences. 


of Religion are to the publick Peace and welfare of any 


Nation. Chriſtian Religion indeed is the greateſt ſecu-- 


rity of Government, both in its precepts and examples: 


It commands every Soul to be ſubject to the higher pow-- 


ers, and threatens eternal Damnation againſt Rebels ; 


It teaches us to give to every one their due ; 7ribute- 


to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom , Fear to- 
whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour. It \{tridtly enjoyns 
the practiſe of all ſociable Vertues, and charms thoſe 
boiſterous-paſſions, which diſturb humane converſation ; 


it requires us to obey our Superiours in all lawful things, 


and quietly to ſubmit and ſuffer , when we can't obey. 
And the bleſſed Jeſus, who was the Author of our Reli. 
gion , and our great Pattern and Example, did himſelf 
prattiſe theſe Laws, which he gave tous. He lived in 


obedience to the Civil powers ; and though the Jewiſh- 


Nation, which was a free people,the lot and inheritance 
of God himſelf, were then in ſubjeftion to the Romans, 
yet he would. not give them the leaſt encouragement 
to-ſhake off the yoak , but commands them to give uns. 


to Cafar. the things that are Ceſars, and to God the things. 


that are Gods, Though he was a King, yet he was not 
Ceſars Rival ; for his Kingdom was not of this world, 
and therefore he did not arm his Subjects to fight for him, 
as he told Pilate. His Kingdom:was not to be ſet up in, 
the world by force and power., . but he gave teſtimony 


to the truth with. his Blood , and commanded his Diſ-- 


ciples to do ſo too, He died himſelf. upon the Croſs, 
and: made this the condition of our Diſcipleſhip, to take 
p up. 
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up our 'Crofs and follow him; and thus the Apoſttes 
and the Primitive Chriſtians. did , they cheerfully fg 
lowed their Maſter to the Croſs, and conquered by fut. 
tering. Chriſtianity was planted in the world by nov. 
ther arts but the foohfhneſs of Preaching, by preachj 
that abſurd and ridiculous Doctrine , as the world then 
accounted it, of a Crucified Jeſus ; and it defended ir 
ſe}f only by a reſolute and patient ſuffering for the 
Name of Chriſt. This is the true temper and ſpirit of 
Chriſtianity. Under the moſt barbarous and perſecy. 
ting Emperours, no Chriſtian ever ſuffered as a Rebel; 
they gave noother diſturbance to the Government, than 
by confeſſing themſelves Chriſtrans, and ſuffering for ir. 
Their numbers indeed were very formidable , bnt no- 
thing elſe; for in imitation of their great Mafter, they 
went as Lambs to the ſlaughter,and as ſheep before their 
ſhearers are dumb, ſo they opened not their mouths. 
But notwithſtanding this, our daify experience tells 
ws,that when Religion is divided into Fa@tions and Par- 
ties, or rather men are divided into Fa&tions and Parties 
uponaccount of Religion, there is nothing more imbit- 
ters mens ſpirits againſt each other, nor gtves greater di- 
ſt1rbanceto pubhck Government. All the troubles and 
miſeries, which {or theſelate years have overwhelmed this 
unfortunate Ifland, have been owing to this caufe; Rehi- 
gion hasbeen made either the reaſon or the pretence of all: 
Papiſts plot and conſpire the death of a Proteſtant Prince 
to bring in Popery, and profeſt Proteſtants,it feems, do 
the ſame thing to keep out Popery ; and thus a Prote- 
fant Prince, and a truly Proteſtant, or rather a true Pri- 
mitive and Apoſtolick Church, is in danger of both. 
And is there not great reaſon then for Princes, who 
love their Lives and their Crowns, to keep a watchful 
-eye over ſuch buſie, potent, and dangerous Fations ? 


{hall it be called Perſecution for Religion,topuniſh'Frai- 
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4ars., Or to keep under a faftious and turbulent Spirit 2 
F the Gonſciences of Subjects will ſerve them to Rebel 
for Religion , it ſeems a very hard caſe, if the Conſci- 
ence of the Prince muſt not allow him to hang 'em for 
their Rebellion : and yet no wiſe Prince will pur it up- 
on that hazard neither, if he can help it, to-ſufler his 
SubjeQts to: deſerve to be hanged. To curb a growing 
Faction by prudent and timely Reſtraints , is a much 
better and fater way. 

 The+truth of this isreadily owned', when it is appl- 
ed to the Papiſts. They are men of ſuch dangerous 
Principles and Pradtices, as not to be ſuffered to live in 
any Proteſtant Kingdom ; and truly: ſo they are, and 
thanks be to God-, we have very good Laws againſt 
them ; and whatever they may do.in private, they dare 
not out-face Government with their publick and nume- 
rous Conventicles ; they walk in the dark,and dare not 
own themſelves to be what they are. 

But yet I.cannot but wonder upon' what Principles 
thoſe men At, whoare ſo Zealous againſt. Popery, and * 
think it ſuch an unpardonable fault in Governors, to 
ſuffer any Papiſt, eſpecially a Popiſh Prieſt, though never 
ſo obſcurely and privately , to live among us, and yet 
at theſame time think it Perſecution, a horrible Perſecu- - 
tion, not to grant a general Liberty and Indulgence to 
all other Diſſenters. The difference between theſe two- | 
caſes, muſt either reſpect their Religion, or the ſecurity 
of the Government. 

As for their Religion , I believe Popery to be a very: 
corrupt Religion, and the greateſt Apoſtacy from 
Chriſtianity of any other SeCt-or Profeſſion , which de- 
ſerves the name of Chriſtian ; but yet I am 1o- proteſt 
an enemy to Popery, that Tabhor that Popiſh principle 
of perſecuting men meerly. for Religions lake, whichican 


|, no morebe juſtified in Proteſtants againſt Papiſls, than” 


In 
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in Papiſts again{t Proteſtants. It is certainly the dy 
of a Prince to uſe his power and intereſt to Eſtablif 
the true Religion in his Kingdoms, to encourage the 
ſincere profettors of it , and to lay ſuch reſtraints uv 


on others , as may be lufficient to make them conſider, ' 


and hearken to wiſe inſtructions, that it may be no 
mans temporal intereſt to diſſent from the Religion of 
his Prince: and it is theduty of Church-Governors not 
toreceive any into the Communion of the Church, or 
to caſt them out again , whodo not profeſs the ſame 
Faith., or will not conform to the Worſhip and Diſci- 
pline of the Church. And this is all,that I know of in this 
matter; end if men will call this Perſecution, it is a 
ſign, they know not what Perſecution means; for the 
PrimitiveChriſtians, who were indeed perſecuted, would 
have thought ſuch uſage as this, a very eaſic and pro- 
ſperous State. 


So that the' diflerence muſt lie, if any where, in the 


Security cf the Government. ) That no Proteſtant 
Frince or Kingdom , can be ſecured from the attempts 
and Conſp:racies of Papiſts , - whoſe Principles and Pra- 
&ices are deflructive to Government : and this is the 
very true reaſon of thoſe ſevere Laws, which were 
made in this Kingdom againſt Popery. And it muſt 
te acknowledged, that there was formerly a vaſt diffe- 
rence between Papiſts and Proteſtants upon this account, 
and therefore a ſufficient reaſon for any Prince to make 
a Ciflerence ketween them ; and twiſh, [ could fay, it 
were ſoftill; but I dare not, I cannot fay ſo. "Tg deny 
that profeſt Proteſtants have ever Retelled againſt their 
Prince, is todeny , that thcre ever wasa Civil War in 
England, that there-ever was a Proteſtant Prince Mur- 
dercd by his Proteſtant SubjeQs with all the niock-for- 
malities of Law and Juſtice; and he muſt have ſome- 
«hat more than the impudence of a Jeſuit, that can 


deny 
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this. And I would to God,.we had but one in- 
'of this, though that was a —_— z-it-might 
haveteft ſome place'for hope ſtill,! chat this was:nbe the 
nor the Principles of the men, but ſame unlucky 
afture of affairs, which tranſported them beyond the 
hounds of their Duty, and their own avowed, Principles. 
The tuppy Reſtauration of our Baniſht Prince might in 
ome meaſure have expated their former guilt, and they 
t have recovered their innocence, and the reputa- 
tion- of Proteſtant Loyalty , had they manifeſted the 
ſincerity. of their repentance by abhorring all the Prin- 
dples and PraCtices of Rebellion: but he muſt be a bold 
man indeed, who dares make excuſes for thoſe who prove 
Rebels a ſecond time; and he muſt be a bolder Prince, 
who will truſt them. 7 
-  And-whenevery little Creature is ſo vaſtly concerned 
far-Liberty and Property, can we think our Prince 
ſhould be the onely unconcerned Perſon, when the Li 
betty and Property of his own Life and Crown is at 
ſake» Or can any. reaſonable man expe&, that he 
hould encourage thoſe Religious FaCtions, which by fre- 
tt experience he finds troubleſom and. dangerous to 
bis Throne? When Religion turns into a State-Fation, 
toccurb and reſtrainand quell ſuch pretences, is not toin- 
vade the rights of Conſcience, or the liberties of Religion, 
but to ſecure the publick Peace, and to prevent the oc- 
afions of new Rebellions. .. And no ſober Difſenter .can 
reaſonably: blame his Prince for this, though. he :may 
lame'thoſe, and ought to expreſs a jirlt indignation a- 
painft chem, who forteit this Liberty by abuſing it for a 
Chak of Maliciouſneſs. 
And if 'weever deſire to ſee the peace and proſperity 
of our. Sion, /is it not high time to Unite in Robes. 
which is the onely thing, that can bleſs us withra firm 
Wd Tifting/peace? All our late troubles have been ow- 
| D ing 


[18] 


owing to the differences of Religion ; and- while 


rw ar pln, oa þ >. 

rents at pr out.to palli di 

yet —_— remove it. All men'ſeem to be yery 

ſenſible of this, and very deſtrous of an Union; bat the 

queſtions, how or in what weſhall Unite. | _ (14h 
Shall we Unitein Popery > God forbid !' the Glyatim 

of our Souls is ſomewhat dearer to us than: tempeeyl 


ther, ſuch a Religion ought to-be choſen, upon 4 Joe 


muſt take care to ſave our Souls, and wuſt the Providence 
. of God with'our other concernments. - 

Shali we then Unite with the different SeQts and Parties 
of Chriſtians, which-are among us? This is to Unite 
without Union. Itisto Unite indeed againf? fomething, 
but to Unite a-nothing. The ſeveral parties of Diſſn» 
ters, who ſeparate from the Church of Eng/avd, differ 
as much from cach other, as they do: ftrom'us. | 
may Unite and combine together in pulling down, but 
they can never Unite in ſetting up any thing : they cat 
Unite in Tumults, and publick Diſturbances, but 
can never Unite in Peace. When they had pulled dows 
the Church of. Exg/and; they: could ſet up nothing i 
its room, . but- a. prodigious encreafe: of Hereſies and 
Schiſms. | 

Thereis nothing then to Unite in,. but the Church of 
Ewgland, as by Law eſtabliſhed ; which will both ſecure 
the intereſts of our Souls,. and the publick peace. : And 
why ſhould we not-Unite in this/Church 2 which 's the 


EESSMEPREECNAO[FSSEGSMO PEProFw=ws$9z =wmn©sis © = ee a ©. 


Glory *=' 


(:9] 
Glory 2nd theBulwark of the Reformation, the envy and 
the-cecror of Rome ; » Whoſe Fathers and firſt Reformers 
ve Martyrs againſt Popery , and who her felf has 
been a Martyr for Loyalty. Thoſe infinite dangers we 
Py ed with on all hands, methinks ſhould 
frongly encline all honeſt men, impartially to:examine 
the reaſons of their Separation : and I am confident , 
wt onely what has been formerly written in the Defence 
of this , but what has been lately offered for 
de fatisfaQtion of Dilſenters, would open the Eyes of all 
kecke men to fee their. miſtakes , if they would 'bur 
, without prejudice or paſſion, read and confider it: 
gdemonſtrable, we can Uniteno where elſe; and is ir 
defirable ſtate, to be perpetually ſtrugling and con- 
ending with inteſtine Commotions ? to be hating, revi= 
ing; nadermining, each other ? For Gads ſake, beloved 
| mp _ at laſt —_— the thi L_ wake 
in peace, and thoſe things, whereby we may e eeach other. 
nd in order to do CA erne barthes, 
3; How dangerous a. raſh boiſterous intemperate 
Zeal is, though it be for the beſt things, and againſt 
teworft. Whatever private diſcontents, revengeful or 
unbicious deſigns, might ſecretly. aft ſome great men, 
who knaw how to practiſe upon the zeal - the igno- 
mace of the people ; yet nothing is more evident, than 
tat the firſt viſtble occaſion of theſe new.Troubles and 
Conſpiracies, which have endangered the Life of our 
and the Ruine of his Government, was laid in a 
ghty zeal againſt Popery, and for the preſervatiof 
o the Proteſtant Religion. The Popiſh Plot was the 
aſt Scene in this new. Tragedy. Thoſe bloudy deſigns 
nid the fears, the jealoulies, the indignation of men ; 
ud x love to chair Prince and to their Religion, kindled 
ud blew up their Zeal into ſuch a violent flame, - as 
threatned an univerſal defolation, and became more for- 
D 2 midable 
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tnadable, thin.he dangeritlintended toreniove. A preat 
and paſſionate Zeal, like adiſtempered love, blinds mens; 
eyes,. and. makes them miſtake both their Enemies and 
their Friends. - It fills their head with endleſs jealoufies 
and fears, and makes them ſtart. and run away from 
their own ſhadow: ::; Such a boiſterous Zeal is the Frenay 
and Calenture of Religion, which makes men uncapy. 
ble of all ſober Counſel, and prudent Reſolves, 'and pre- 
cipitates them into the moſt wild extravagant and irre- 
ligious attempts. | There is nothing more pernicious 
than Zeal,/ when it gets. ahead, and bears down albthe 
conſiderations of Reaſon and'Religion before'tt.” , When 
men are Conſcious to themſelves, that they are 
in a good Cauſe, and have honeſt defigns, ut makesthem 
more bold and venturous : for though-tew men dare 
own. it, yet the aftions of too: many :ſufficieritly pro 
claim ;-that ' they think they: may ſtrain'a' point; ;and 
diſpenſe. with ſtrict duty, whenit 1s to ſerve a: 
Cauſe, when the: Honour of God, and the intereſt of 
Religion is concerned : ſuch a zeal does violently = 
men forward, but it does not ſteer well, nor ob 
its Compaſs ; and thus it is too often ſeen, that men-who 

in with a zeal for Religion, inſenſibly ſlip into State- 
Factions, and are ras | vaſtly beyond what they firſt 
deſigned; and engaged fo far, that they cannot retreat 
with fafety or honour, but muſt either Conquer or+be 
Conquered. F0 4 

Let us then above all things have a care of our Zeal, 
that we may not miſtake an earthly fire, which burns 
and conſumes, for that Divine and harmleſs flame, 
which. is kindled at Gods Altar. A true Zeal for Religi 
on, is nothing more nor leſs, than ſuch-a hearty love 
it as makes us very diligent in the- praQtiſe: of it our 
ſelves, and: contented , if God ſees it fit, to lay down 
our lives for it, and very induſtrious. to promote the 


knows 
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kowledge and: prattiſe of Religion in the world, by all 
ul.and prudent means. A true Chriſtian Zeal wil 
got ſuffer us to tranſgrels the ſtrit | ounds of our  du- 
t.to God , or of our duty to Men, eſpecinily to Kings 
and. Princes, whatever flattering proſpct of advantage 
it. may give. To hie, to forſuear our ſelves, to hate and. 
xyile each other.; ro Reproach and Libel Governours in 
harch and State; to ſtir up, or countenance with the. 
kaſt thought, any Plots, Seditions, or Rebellious againſt 
the King, is not a Zeal tor God, nor for Religion : for 
wile i not from abave , but is earthly, ſenſual, and. 
eviliſp : for where Ariſe and. contention is there is confu- 
fov, and every evil work. 
--4- Let our paſt experience therefore teach us,to watch 
over the leaſt ſtirrings, and firſt appearances of a fed;- 
ous and. faftious Spirit , either in. our ſelves or others, 
er it; may be diſguiſed witha pretence of Religi- 
on. .FaQion, like other Vices,. has but vefy ſmall be- 
—_— ; but when thoſe beginnings are indulged , it 


improves and gets ſtrength. Omne in pracipiti vi- 


tium ftetit: when men once eſpouſe a Party, like thoſe, 


whore a running down hill, they cannot ſtop, when 
they pleaſe. Diſcontents and Jealouſies are eaſily. fo-- 
mented, when we have once given admiſſion to them ;- 
and the buſie Factors and Agents for Sedition,when they 
find us never ſo little diſpoſed and prepared to receive 
the impreſſion , uſe their utmoſt art and skill, - all | the 
methods of inſinuation-and addreſs., to make us Profc- 
_ I doubt not but many men have died Rebels, and 
ered as Traitors, who at: firſt did as much abhor the 
thoughts of Treaſon and Rebellion , as any of. us can. 


"Thus [I doubt not but it was in our late Troubles , and 


thus I believe it is at this day. 
5. Let ſuch examples as theſe make us wary, how we. 
begin ro entertain , or to whitper our Diſcontents and 
Fears ; 
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Fears; how we begin to liſten to ſuſpicions of our Prinee; 


or of his Government , and ro hear with pleaſure, any4 


ſcandalous ſtories or reflexions on either. Thoſe whocan 
with content and pleaſure hear their Prince, and his Go. 
vernment reviled , ' will ſoon think him not fit to be 
| rheir King, | 
And the great danger of ſuch beginnings is, that we 
are nor apt to obſerve them in our ſelves or others,when 
Religion is concerned in the quarrel. We think ir all 
Zeal, pure zeal, and cannot fuſpect our ſelves or others, 
to be in any danger of turning Rebels. But whatever 
is in its own nature a degree and rendency tawardsRe 


bellion, is ſo, where ever,and in whomfoever it is found;. 


and there is always more danger, that the beginnings 
of Vice ſhould + nn the beff temper of $3 than 
any hope, that a found atid Religious diſpoſition ſhould 
corre&t the malign influences of ſuch a Vice. Some 
mens Religion does as much tcline them to Fation , as 
ſecular intereſt does other men; and there is no ſuch 
dangerous FaCtion, as that which is bred and nouriſhed 
by the Corruptions of Religion. The Jewiſh Zealors; 
and the Chriftian Enthuſiaſts of all forts, are too plain 
inexample of it. And therefore when men,who make 
. great pretences to Religion, begin to talk or at FaQi- 
oufty, a fair opportunity is as ltke to make them Re 
els as any other men. Thus we often fee tt is, and this 
is a ſuffictent reafort to ſuſpe@ all fuch Leginnings, either 
in our ſelves or others, whatever glorious pretences we 
may have. 

ex thisat laſt teach usto learn from experience. One 
would wonder , that there ſhould be any occaſion for 
ſuchan Obſervation as this: for thoſe,who have not un- 
derftanding nor reach enovgh to foreſee the iſſues and 
-evem3 ot things, y<t when they have once ſeen, what 
the events of ſuch actions have been, when they ſee the 
ſame 
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things ated. over again, they expett to ſee the 
 effefts. Thus indeed it uſually is, thus it ought to 
be, if men ever intend to grow wiſe and happy; and yer 
our late obſervations will tell us, that it is not always 
thus. -For if it had, the ſame Game would never have 
been played over twice, by many of the ſame men, in 
the ame Age, and by the ſame Arts and Methods; and 
yet the people deluded, and the world bore in hand, that 
they deſigned nothing leſs, than to play the ſame Game 


Se ſaw all the Zeal, and all the Intrigues of 40 and 41 
return again,and yet it was an unpardonable crime for a- - 
man to fay. ſo, or for any man to-look as if he 
tſo. The cry againſt Popery was renewed, but 

indeed with a great deal more reafon, than they former- - 
ly had, for we were in eminent danger of Popery;which 
$the only difference betweenthoſe times and ours : but 
then our real fears and dangers of Popery were preſent- 
ly abuſed to FaRtiousdeſigns;, and mae a property of 
to ſerve ſome more ſecret Intrigues. The old cry was 
againſt Popiſh Biſhops , and a Popiſh Liturgy, and Po- - 
ph Ceremonies, and in a word, againſt the. Popiſh 
Church of Exg/axd ; but one would have thought it | 
impoſſible, that ever the Church ſhould at- this time - 
laye been charged with Popery, whea the Popiſh Plot - 
ws principally intended againſt the Church of England, 
and our King as the Supream Governour. and Detender 
of it; and yet this was done too, and the King and the 
Church had like to have-been brought into the Plot a- - 
gainſt themſelves... We- heard new ſtories told of the 
owth of Popery and. Arbitrary Government, when 
oaks be to God, we ſaw nor felt no ſuch thing. Thus 
was the main ſubje&t of thoſe infinite numbers of Pam» - 
lets, that flew about : the Biſhops and Clergy were - 

ure never to eſcape, beſides thoſe many Ry = | 
cur- 
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ſcurrilous reficiens, which were made upon the King 
and his Government : and it is hard to name any ſtep, 
which was formerly taken'to ruine Church and State, 
which theſe men could poſſibly take, and did not. And 
yet few men-would ſee, whither all this tended,though 
no men were thought fit for -any  publick Truſt 
Office , but thoſe who were eminent for their difafſeR;. 
on to Church or Stzte. I hope your eyes are opened 
now, to ſee what all this meant ; and methinks it isbut 
a reaſonable requeſt to you , that if ever we ſhould be 
ſo unhappy, as to ſee theſe things a&ted over again, you 
would not need being put in mind , what the natural 
tendencies and conſequents are ; which is the only rea. 
ſon why I mention them now. We had like to have 


paid very dear for disbelieving our own eyes and ſenſes, 


and former experience; it is certainly a cheaper and fa. 
fer - way to learn by fermer experiences than by new 
' ONES. | gh | 

6. Let us'now learn how dangerous a thing it is to 
interrupt the ordinary Courſe and Methods' of Juſtice, 
-let the pretence be what it will. Juſtice is the only ſup- 
port and ſecuriry of Humane Socigticy; and a ſtop'ora 
breach here, is as fatal and'Yangerots, 2s failure m the 
Foundation, or the main-pitlars, which ſupport the build. 
ing. When men are reſcued from the hands of Juſtice, 
againſt the moſt clear and notorious Evidence, upon a 
meer preſumption of their innocence, and a-good opin- 
on of them. What ſecurity can there be ;ro the Gc- 
vernment, whea let men do what they will, if they can 
get and maintain a reputation of Zeaſous Patriors for 
their'Country and Religion, they are 'out of the reach 
of Juſtice ? Had not the good Providence of God it- 
terpoſed, this very thing might have coſt our King his 
Lite and his Crown, and involved this miferat-le Nation 
w a bloody War. This Plot might poſſivly have been 
dif 
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vered fooner , before it was fo ripe for execution, 
Juſtice had its due courſe; which I think.it becomes 
Perſons, who are concerned in it, ſeriouſly to conſt- 
fer, with ſuch guilt and confuſion, as it deſerves. 
-..7. I obſerve, that in rimes of publick danger, when 
wehave Enemies on both ſides, it concerns us to keep 
a watchful eye upqn both extreams. Ir is indeed a ve- 
ry.hard thing to do this, but it is impoſſible we ſhould 
late without it. While our thoughts are wholly em- 
ployed to ſecure our {elves on one hand, where our dan- 
er is preſent and viſible,it gives opportunity to an un- 
fken-and-unobſeryed Enemy, to afſault us on the qther.. 
, Wheathe Popiſh Plot was diſcover'd,all mens mouths 
were opened againſt Popery; we ſaw noother Enemy, we 
fared none, we ſuſpeted none ; nay, when there was too 
much reaſon for our ſuſpicions, we would believe none ; 
we thought it impoſlible,that men,who expreſt ſueh an 
abhorrence and deteſtation of the Popiſh Plot,ſhould be 
kying new Plots themſelves. ' And we ſeenow, what ad- 
vantage they -made of our ſecurity. And now the great 
danger is, that the Diſcovery of this Anti-Poptſh Plor, 
ould make men ſecure of Popery, and think there is no- 
danger now from that corner. For my part,l am abun- 
dantly ſatisfied, that wearein danger of both ; 
2nd in the greater danger of both,, becauſe their con- 
trary aſſaults give great advantages tocach. other. The 
Papiſts now may Father their Plots upon Proteſtants, 
and Proteſtants upon Papiſts; and we may be involved 
in Blaod and Confuſion, and neither know our Friends 
nor our Enemies. God of his infinite mercy preſerve 
our King and theſe Kingdoms, our Liberties, Laws, and. 
Religion, from the wicked confpiracies of all our Enemies. 
' - Which is the laſt thing T ſhall recommend to you, to 
praiſe God for his preſervation of our King hitherto, and: 
earneſtly to beg, that the ſame good Providence would 
ſtill watch over him for the time to come. E And 
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And certainly if ever we-had reaſon to praiſe God for 
any Deliverance, we have- for this, which is ſuch a com. 
-orehenfive mercy, as extends to all our concernments 
of Soul and Body in this world, If we value our own 
Lives, our Liberties, and Religion, if we value the Secy. 
rity of the Government, and the publick Peace and fafe. 
4y, we have reaſon-to bleſs God tor the preſervation of 
our King. "Who can withont horrour conſider, what a 
diſtrated Face of things we had ſeen at this day, had this 
Plot taken effe&> who knows, who ſhould have a&ed 
his part in: that Tragedy 2 by what Mark or Teſt, they 
would have diſtinguiſhed Friends from Enemies ? 
what comfort had it been to any Loyal Subject, and good 
Chriſtian, to have ſurvived the Murder of his Prince, and 
-the ruines of Church and State, and to have been an Eye. 
:Witneſs of thoſe barbarous Villanies, which would have 
been acted under a Mask of Religion? Bleſſed be that 
God, who-giveth deliverance to- his King, and ſheweth 
mercy tohis Anointed. Bleſſed be that All-wiſe Being, 
who fits upon the Circle of the Heavens; and ſees and 
laughs at, and defeats all the moſt Secret Plots and Con- 
ſpiracies of wicked 'men. Let us'bleſs God, and let us 
honour our King, and receive him with Joy and Thankſ. 
giving, as a new Gift and Preſent from the hands of God. 
When we are heartily thankful for the mercies we have 
already received, this will make our prayers more effe- 
ctual for the continuance of them. 

D Lo2d ſave the King, who pittteth His truff fn 
thee: ſend him Help from t A; —_ » and ever- 
nio2e mightily defend him : let. hfs Enemies have no 
-aUvantage againſt him, no2 the wicked -app2oach to 
hurt him, IWhichGod of his infinite mercy grant, thro 
our Lord Jeſus Chrift,. to whom with the Father and the 

Toly Ghoſt, be honour and glory ani power, now and for ever. 
Amen. | 
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